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SUB J : ZIA MENTIONS FORMATION OF POLITICAL FRONT AND 
ORDERS ELECTION COMMISSION TO ACTION 

REF: DACCA 192;2 

1 . IN BRIEF AD HOC REMARKS TO THE PRESS PRIOR TO HIS 
DEPARTURE FOR TOKYO APRIL 5, PRESIDENT ZIA SAID THAT 
HE HAD INSTRUCTED THE ELECTION COMMISSION TO PREPARE 
FOR ELECTIONS. HE ADDED THAT "WE ARE OPENING THE 
DEMOCRATIC ACTIVITIES" AND THAT HE HAD HAD VALUABLE 
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE POLITICIANS ABOUT THE FORMATION OF 
A POLITICAL FRONT. DODGING MOST OF THE REPORTERS' 

QUESTIONS, ZIA SAID HE WOULD GIVE THE DETAILS AFTER HIS 
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RETURN FROM TOKYO. ZIA DID INDICATE, HOWEVER, THAT HE 
WOULD PROBABLY HAVE NO TROUBLE ACCEPTING THE THREE DEMANDS 
PLACED ON HIM BY MOST BANGLADESH POPITICANS; ANNULMENT 
OF THE FOURTH AMENDMENT, OPEN POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND 
FIRM DATE OF ELECTIONS. 

2. COMMENT: IT IS WIDELY KNOWN THAT ZIA HAS MET 
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EXTENSIVELY WITH ATAUR RAHMAN KHAN AND MASHIUR RAHMAN THE 
PAST SEVERAL EVENINGS, SO IT IS LITTLE SURPRISE THAT HE 
HAS MENTIONED THE POSSIBLE FORMATION OF A FRONT. IT IS 
UNLIKE HIM, HOWEVER, TO FIRE UNDUE SPECULATION WHILE HE 
IS OUT OF THE COUNTRY, AND HIS DOING SO NOW SUGGESTS THAT HE 
HAS THE DETAILS ESSENTIALLY COMPLETED. HIS REFERENCE TO 
FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS IS A BIT AMBIGUOUS, AS MOST 
PEOPLE EXPECT THERE TO BE TWO ELECTIONS, ONE PRESIDENTIAL AND 
ONE PARLIAMENTARY. 

SCHNEIDER 
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